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Dear Parents & Carers,  
 
Many of our Year 5 pupils are looking forward to their trip 
to Kench Hill activity centre in Kent during the next two 
weeks. This will give them the opportunity to experience 
the great outdoors with campfires and many adventure 
activities. It is an exhausting but fun week away from 
home for teachers and pupils alike and we look forward 
to sharing news of their activities through regular 
Tweets, noticeboard and website updates. Please could 
parents of children who are going carefully read the 
packing list so as not to forget anything! 
 

Our school Governors held their termly meeting in the 
week before half term. They have agreed the schools 
budgets and have been discussing standards at each 
school as well as risks related to national issues such as 
recruitment. A number of improvements to the school 
building have been planned for the Summer break. We 
hope that the Governors newsletter sent out last term 
was useful in understanding more about who they are 
and what they do, there will be another newsletter later 
this term to update you.  
 
Our sports day this year is on Friday 28

th
 June and  

children will be refining their athletics skills in readiness. 
Parents are invited to join us with the opportunity to 
show off their own athleticism in a parent race at the 
end. This is not compulsory! A letter with more details of 
sports day and the other activities which have been  
arranged for Keeping Healthy week which is running all 
of that week, will be sent nearer the time. Both at sports 
day and when children have PE lessons we expect them 
to be wearing our school PE kit. This and other uniform 
items can all be bought online at Mapac via a link on the 
parents section of our school website. They aim to  
deliver items within 10 working days but during the busy 
summer period it can take a little longer. If you are  
ordering uniform in time for the new school year, please 
make sure you have placed your order with Mapac  
before August 2nd to ensure that it gets to you on time.  
 

Thank you for all of your support 
 

 

WALK LIKE AN EGYPTIAN 

RAGGED SCHOOL 

 BE ON TIME AT FIVE TO NINE! PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE ON TIME 
SO THAT CLASSES ARE NOT INTERRUPTED.  

Last half term Year 3 had an exciting workshop 
linked to the History topic ‘The Ancient Egyptians’. 
The children dressed up in traditional clothing from 
the time and got to see, hold and work with       
artefacts, as well as having a go at making some 
of their own. Thank you to the parents and carers 

who came along and 
helped, it looks like 
they also had fun on 
the day! 

Year 4, who were learning about the Victorians in 
History, went on a trip the Ragged School          
Museum. The school is set up as it would have 
appeared in 1870’s London, complete with        
authentic and well-used school desks, slate writing 
boards and chalks, blackboards and easels. Much 
like the Ragged School, Southwold was built by 
the London School Board in Victorian times in    
order to bring education to all children.  



Detmold Road London  E5 9NL  Tel: 020 8806 5201     www.southwold.hackney.sch.uk 

Summer Term 2019 
Keeping Healthy Week 
(including sports day):  
Starts Monday 24th June 

Parents Evening:  
Thursday 4th July 

End of Term Finish Date: 

Friday 19th July at 2pm 

Autumn Term 2019 
Start Date:  

Wednesday 4th September  

Half Term Holiday: Monday 
21st to Friday 25th October 
Children Start Date: Mon-

day 28th October 
Parents Evening: Thursday 

28th November 

End of Term Finish Date: 

Thursday 19th December  

Spring Term 2020 

Start Date:  

Monday 6th January 2019 

Work & Enterprise Week: 
Week beginning 20th Janu-

ary  
Half Term Holiday: Monday 
17th to Friday 21st February 

Staff Training Day:  
Monday 24th February 

Parents Evening:  
Thursday 26th March 

Finish Date:  

Friday 3rd April at 2pm  

See our website for up to 

date events.  

You can also follow us on   
Facebook & Twit-

ter! 

Children have only 190 school days in a year so coming to school everyday makes 
a real difference!  Whole school attendance for last week was 96.7%   

Well done to Nursery Robin (AM) Class, the weekly winners with 100% 
 
 

Key dates 

ATTENDANCE 

As well as our Friday morning stay and read sessions for Nursery, Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2, all parents are invited to drop into our sessions on various 
themes which are held on the ground floor at 9:15am.  

SUMMER TERM COFFEE MORNINGS  

Friday 14th June Speech and Language: How to support the develop-
ment of your child's speech and language skills 

Friday 21st June Literacy: Strategies to help your child learn and apply 
their spellings through handwriting 

Friday 28
th

 June No coffee morning (Sports day) 

Friday 5th July Gardening: Learn how to garden with your child 

Friday 12th July Parent Reading Assembly for EYFS, Year 1 and 2 

LESSONS IN LATIN 
Mr O’Brien was lucky enough to 
have more children visit him to 
get their pen licence and  
handwriting pen. We expect 
that all children have neat  
handwriting and use a pen by 
the time that they start Year 4.  

Please remember that Detmold Road is now a Hackney 
School Street. This means that traffic can not turn into 
Detmold Road between 8:30am-9:15am and 3:15pm-
4:00pm during term time. There is now a camera and    
vehicles caught using Detmold Road between the times 
above will be issued a fine by Hackney Council. If you live 
close, consider walking or riding a bike. Taking a short 
walk reduces stress, increases self-esteem, helps you 
lose weight and reduces blood pressure! 

PEN LICENCES 

SCHOOL STREETS  

Last half term Year 6 spent an afternoon on 
Southwold's flourishing roof top garden with  
Cassie our gardener. They learnt about the     
impressive carnivorous plants and about how 
they catch, kill and digest animals for an energy 
source. The children also learnt about the Latin 
names and why plants all have a name in Latin. 
Swedish botanist, Carl Linnaeus introduced the 
system for naming plants in the 18th century with 
each plant having a first, middle and last name! 
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